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We are living in turbulent times. Trade and globalisation are facing major 
economic, geopolitical and societal shifts. Trade continues to drive job cre-
ation, growth, innovation, development and poverty reduction. Simultane-
ously, trade is also raising legitimate concerns about resilience, distribution, 
inclusion and the environment. More recently concerns about national se-
curity, dependencies and technology are redrawing trade maps. In today’s 
complex trade ecosystem, the Trade Handbook provides the reader with a 
comprehensive view of why open trade and economic integration matter, 
where trade is headed, how to regulate it, and how it can work for everyone 
– not just some or most. If in the past the focus has been on making trade 
possible, i.e. negotiating trade agreements, the Trade Handbook suggests 
to pay the same attention to making trade happen, and most importantly, to 
ensure trade works for all. Basically, how to make trade effectively work for 
prosperity, people and planet. The Trade Handbook is part of the Foundation 
for European Progressive Studies (FEPS) Primers Series. 
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